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Happy New Year! We hope you had an enjoyable holiday season. We would like to extend a huge thank you to all our
volunteers who helped with the Holiday Shop in December. We know it is a crazy time of year and we are thankful that
you could help us make this a special event for our kids. The PTA is hard at work preparing some exciting events in the
next few months. Mark your calendars for our next Family Fun Night on Friday January 20" from 6:30 to 8 pm in the
cafeteria. This is the last time that our co-chairs Laurie Stickles and Christine Bonini will be hosting this event. We
cannot thank them enough for the hard work that they have put into this event over the years and we will definitely miss
them. But don’t worry . . . they are training some excellent volunteers to take over for them in the fall. Hope to see you
there in a few weeks.

Entries for our Writer’s Express program are being collected from now until February 3. Writers’ Express is our annual
literary magazine compiled and published by the Lake Garda PTA to encourage children to explore their creative side
and showcase their literary talents. Look for more information later in the newsletter and remember that it does not
have to be a piece written just for the magazine. Students are welcome to submit something that they have already
written for school or for fun. Another great opportunity for your student to showcase his/her talent is in our annual Tal-
ent Show, which will take place this year on Friday February 10" at 6:30 pm in the Lewis Mills Auditorium. Be sure to

mark your calendars so you can come out and support your fellow classmates.

Let’s not let our kids have all the fun . .. Our Annual Parent’s Night Out on the Town is scheduled for Saturday March 25"

from 6:30 pm to 12 am at the Farmington Club. You don’t want to miss this fun evening which includes dinner, dancing
as well as a silent and live auction! This is one of our biggest fundraisers so grab your spouse or a group of friends and
join us. Please look further in the newsletter to see how you can help make this a successful night and look for ticket

information to be coming home soon.

Have you joined the PTA yet? Itis never too late to join. Joining says that you are committed to making our students
and school the “very best that they can be.” It does not mean that you must come to every meeting or volunteer for
every event. We appreciate any time or financial support that you can offer. Go to http://lakegarda.regionioct.org/

for parents/p t a/p t a membership form to register on our online site. You can also make a donation, buy spirit wear

as well as birthday books on this site too.

Have suggestions for us or want to learn more about the PTA? Join us at our next PTA meeting Monday January 23" at
6:30 PM. Childcare will be provided by the Mills Club from Lewis Mills.

Check out the PTA section on the Lake Garda Page of the Region1o website and like us on Facebook for
weekly announcements.
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Find us on

Facebook

Lake Garda PTA is on Facebook. Like our page

for important updates on events and programs. CI .
ick here

www.facebook.comlla kegardapta /

Sign up for the Lake Garda
PTA today!



http://lakegarda.region10ct.org/for_parents/p_t_a/p_t_a_membership_form
http://lakegarda.region10ct.org/for_parents/p_t_a/p_t_a_membership_form

Important Dates in January

1/9-BOE Mtg, 7 pm, Learning Ctr, Har-Bur

1/10-PILN, 9:30 am

1/23-PILN, 9:30 am

1/16-No School-MLK Day

1/17-PILN, 9:30 am

1/20-PILN, 9:30 am

1/20-Family Fun Night, 6:30-8 pm LGS Café
1/23—PTA Meeting 6:30pm

1/27-PILN, 2:15 pm

FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Friday, January 2oth from 6:30—8:00pm

Please join us for a night of Family Fun! This is a free event for all families. There will
be music and games and PRIZES for all. Snacks and beverages will be provided.

Bring your family and get ready to shout BINGO!!

For information contact Christine Bonini cnpbonini@hotmail.com or Laurie Stickles
lauriestickles@gmail.com.
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Dear Lake Garda Families,

Happy New Year! | hope that you all had wonderful holidays filled with family,
friends and fun! Maybe you also found a little bit of time to relax. Here at school
we are ready to make 2017 a successful year by providing students with daily
opportunities to learn and grow. Success is hard but if we all work together,
teachers, students, staff, families and administrators, we can make it much
easier.

It's that time of year — winter weather will hit Burlington and at LGS, we do go
outside for recess in the cold and snowy weather. Generally speaking, if the
temperature is 25 degrees or above, kids go outside. Exceptions are made if the
blacktop is icy or there is a wind chill. Sending your child to school with a warm
coat, gloves, hat, etc will ensure that he/she is recess ready! If your family is in
need of any of the above items, please contact Steve Skelly or me. We want to
make sure of the members of our Lake Garda family have all that they need.

As always, please feel free to contact me about anything at all. Looking forward
to a fantastic 2017 at Lake Garda School!

Kindest Regards,

Stefanie Carbone




Lake Garda All For Books Drive A BIG Success!

Katy Lenehan and Darlene Leonetti from CORAG/ kindly delivered the 65 Scholastic
books we purchased with the Lake Garda students' donations from our All for Books
drive. Darlene and the CCMC staff were very touched by our donation and were thrilled
to receive so many new books. The books will be placed in their resource room at
CCMQ@o be used by patients and thefmmilies.

Thank you to all who took part in this act of kindness.




News From Around the School

Pre-K News

We are having a great time in the Early Learning Center! The students are all settling into the
routine and daily schedule. We have been focusing on our five senses and recently. The
students have been tasting at snack time and seeing, hearing, smelling and touching during
the rest of the day. We are aware of the world around us. We learned about our emotions and
some strategies to calm down when we get mad. We are currently learning all about families,
customs and cultures for the holidays.

Please remember the application process for next year
begins in January and lasts until the end of February. Our
application is completely online this year. Please visit the
Region 10 webpage for more information if you are
interested. 3 year olds come Monday through Thursday
from 9:05 until 11:45. 4 year olds come every afternoon
(Monday through Friday) from 12:45 until 3:35. Parents are
required to transport the students to and from school. If
this will fit your schedule and you would like your child to
participate in this unique and exciting opportunity, submit
your forms online.

First Grade News

Students finished working on a Word Detective unit in Reader’s Workshop learning how to
solve tricky words. We have begun learning about reading nonfiction books.

Students are exploring telling more by adding to their writing. They continue to practice
strategies for spelling unfamiliar words. First graders have also begun writing nonfiction pieces
during writing time.

Students are also learning about the weather during science time. They use thermometers to
check the temperature. They are learning about clouds, and the different types of
precipitation. First graders are well on their way to becoming young meteorologists!

During math time, students con-

tinue to work on their counting O
skills, addition and subtraction,

shapes, and telling time. They

also are practicing math facts to

10! We are counting down the
days until the 100" day of school!




Third Grade News Third Grqde
We can't believe the holiday season is
over. The year is just flying by!

In reading workshop we have just fin-
ished our second unit. Students really learned to navigate through nonfiction books. Please ask them
about their Prezis that they created. In our next unit, we will be studying mystery books. We are very
much looking forward to teaching this unit. The students will also find this genre fun to explore.

In writing, we are working on opinion writing. This is a very useful skill that the students will be devel-
oping. In math, we have moved on to our third unit. Students will be adding and subtracting three-
digit numbers. We have also spent some time on rounding. This skill is something that we will continue
to work on.

Spanish News

jHola Familias!

We continue to work hard en la clase de espafialuring lessons and activities. By now
los estudiantesare well on their way learning about la geografia of the Spanish speak-
ing world and acquiring mucho vocabulario to talk about our classroom surroundings.
This vocabulary building will help us to stay in the target language more and reinforce
our listening skills in both languages. Anotherimportant focus is to enrich our under-
standing of our place in the larger world around us. Please visit my website for more in-
formation about the FLES program.

iFeliz 2017

Senora Smaldone




Media Center News

Winter is here, time to snuggle up with a few books and a warm fire!

Fourth graders have become great investigators, conducting research of a state, discovering the
geography, economics, history and places to visit. They have used many sources: books, websites and
library databases. Britannica School has been our best source. All databases can be accessed from the
library website. We are “citing our sources,” giving credit to the authors work. They are discovering
that research can be fun!

Third graders have been exploring the set-up of the library. Reviewing fiction and non-fiction sections
and becoming experts at finding books on their own. We will be exploring “The World Almanac for
Kids” to find fun facts, by using the index and table of contents. We will be using some of the students’
questions in a jeopardy game to see who can find answers the quickest! We will also be investigating
the web version of the almanac “Factmonster” to become familiar with navigational tools needed to
gather information on a website.

Second graders have been enjoying many non-fiction titles. We have been looking at features that
most non-fiction books have, such as captions, charts and tables, table of contents and indexes. Next,
we will be learning the set-up of the library and the Dewey Decimal numbers, in anticipation of
learning how to use our on-line catalog, DESTINY. This will allow students to look up books on their
own, and find them in the library, which becomes a life-long skill.

First graders have been exposed to “easy readers”. We've heard favorites, such as “Frog and Toad”,
“Elephant and Piggie” and “Fly Guy”. Jan Brett books will be shared within the next few weeks,
another favorite author and illustrator. We like to share many books by the same author, so that we
can compare and contrast their technique and style.

Kindergartens have been enjoying sharing fiction and non-fiction books about the same subject. We
have also looked at some books on "BOOKFLIX" which is a wonderful database accessed through the
library website. Try it from home, username and password are on the website. We are getting into the
routine of returning books on library day and picking out new books by favorite authors! We will be
reading books that have earned the “"Caldecott Medal,” a prestigious award given to books with the
best illustrations soon.

| hope everyone has a happy and healthy 2017!

Diane Martin



Math News

What Was Wrong with the Old Way?
A Blog Post by Justin Brown

Wedve alll had those conversations in which some
way it was fAiin the good ole days. o0 Our wunder st a
changed, and change can be difficult for everyone. And it can be especially difficult to a parent

who just worked a long day and is now trying to help their student with homework, using strate-

gies they never learned in school.

So how can we help them understand why wedve <ch
have two key points | try to share with families that have helped to make these conversations
productive: comparing math literacy with reading literacy, and the evolution of best practices.

For many years we taught and learned math on a surface level through drills and timed tests.

Whil e this practice may have appeared to develo
dation upon which students could build throughout their education. However, in other subjects
we provide students with building blocks to help them understand how to construct and decon-
struct the big picture and how to apply tho
expect children to memorize every word in t
them phonics so that they know how words are built and they can apply those deeply under-
stood principals to new words they encounter. This firm foundation supports newer and higher
levels of reading with a great level of success.

se s
he d

The way we teach math now, in small but rigorous steps, is giving students the means to take
on new and varied applications of mathematics with confidence. In short, we are teaching math
phonics.

| recently had the opportunity to hear Rick DuFour speak about how education has changed.
He shared a great anecdote about his sister that illustrates why change is needed. Around 40
years ago his sister went to have her vision corrected through surgery. At the time, the proce-
dure required razor blades, an exhaustive number of follow-up trips to the surgeon, and about
a year to fully heal. This practice was cutting edge at the time.

Today, if you go to have your vision corrected,
home and take a nap, and wuswually within 72 hour
didndét even know this was possible. The razor b
considered best practice. If you went to get you vision corrected today and they pulled out a

box of bl ades, it would be considered mal pract.i
teach math because we know better now. As we continue to research and seek out the best

ways to instruct our students, we will encounter change. | candét help but wonde
place the laser?
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Why do you write?
To remember fun times?
To explore your imagination?

To learn about a topic that interests you?

Some writers write to express their ideas and share them with others.
You have great i1 deasé share

Wr i t er s Ois aB anpualditerary magazine compiled and published by the Lake Garda PTA
to encourage children to explore their creative side and showcase their literary talents.

h

Would you |i ke to be a published author? Hereos

1. All students are invited to create a one to two_ page piece of writing (fiction, nonfiction, po-
etry, etc).

2. Please proofread your work (that means checking for mistakes, proper punctuation and
spelling) with the help of an adult, and type your piece into an electronic file.

3. Submit your work by email to rwl166@yahoo.com Please include the following information
in your email:

Student Name
Teacher
Grade

Reminder : You may use a story that you have already written in class. Please make sure that your piece
is no longer than 2 pages.

Wr i t er s owillEompile allofsthe pieces into a booklet. All Lake Garda students who submit a piece
will receive a copy!

The deadline for submissions is February 3, 2017.

Need a creative nudge? Here are some ideas to get
My favorite food A machine that makesé
You wondét believe Wphmestvacaonpet di d!

If shoes could talk Nighttime at the toy store

Any questions? Contact Robin Lincoln at 673-7269 or rwl166@yahoo.com
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Region 10 Announcements

, AEA ' A"GWhAd Talen¥SHow 2017

Please come be a part of the Lake Garda Talent Show, Friday February 10" at 6:30 (dress rehearsal
Thursday February X details and forms to follow within the next two weeks!

Use your imagination and talent to make it creative and fun! Please note, each person can be involved
in only one act. It can be a skit or solo. The talent show is about celebrating the students at Lake
Garda.
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The 7 th Annual Night Out on the Town will be held
Saturday March 25th from 6:30 to midnight at the Farmington Club

Join us for an evening of
Dinner ADancing A Silent & Live Aucti
Tickets on sale soon!

Help Us Make This a Great Event

We are looking for volunteers for the following:

Donation solicitations for silent auction - via email or in person
Live Auction solicitation & Auctioneer prep

Classroom Basket Coordinator (s)

Program Booklet Coordinator and Ad Solicitation

Help at the Night Out — cashiers, raffle sales

Please contact Tracy Scarborough at tnbog78@yahoo.com or 860-872-2434 if you are interested in
helping in any of the above areas. If you or the company you work for would be interested in placing
an ad in our program booklet or donating an item and/or service, please contact Tracy.
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Region 10 ¢
Chess
Clhaly
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Takes place every Thursday night

On a FREE and DROP-IN basis From 6:00 till 8:00pm We meet all year round including summertime and holi-
days

Meet at Johnnycake Properties Building 256 Spielman Hwy, 1st Floor, Burlington, CT 06013 On Route 4 next to
Sabrina’s and across from Farmington Savings Bank

Advisors: George Petrosky (mgeorgepetrosky@grindingprocesssolutions.com) Richard Schnitzler
(schnitzlerind @yahoo.com)

We welcome all ages and abilities, from beginner to master Have Fun, Meet Others, Play and Improve at Chess
Chess sets, boards, clocks and support provided by Make-A-Mark Region 10 Enrichment Fund

Girls on the Run. Lake Garda has applied to be a site for the running program Girls on the
greater Run. A representative from the program will be at our meeting to provide more informa-

hartford tion about this program for 3%and 4" grade girls. All are welcome to come learn about the
program even if you do not have a girl in 3 or 4" grade. Information will also be provided
for parents who may be interested in helping with the program. We will also be discussing upcoming programs
such as the Talent Show, Writer’s Express and the Night Out on the Town. Childcare will be provided by the
MILLS club.

>
I WX ing on Monday J 23" at 6:30 | b
7 oin us at our next PTA Meeting on Monday January at 6:30 pm to learn more about
Girls..
U
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PTA Announcements

Box Tops for Education

The next collection will be in February so please continue to collect your Box
Tops. Remember to submit them with your child's name and teacher's name
clearly printed on the envelope or ziptop bag. For every 25 unexpired Box Tops you submit, you will receive
one raffle ticket for the next drawing.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Keri Singh, Box Top Chairperson, at
epigirlios@yahoo.com. Also, if you would like to volunteer to help trim and bundle box tops, please let Keri
know. We want to make our school's Box Tops for Education program a huge success this year.

Online School Directory

Did you know that PTA members have access to our Online School Directory? Click here to access your
account and then click on the Directory link in the upper left corner. The Directory gives you the option to sort
by grade and by teacher.

SEI DPDAOGO 2AxAO0OA 00Ol COAI

An EASY way to help Lake Garda earn educational supplies and equipment. The more you
spend at stores like Stop & Shop, ShopRite and Price Chopper, the more Lake Garda will
earn. If you already have a store rewards card, all you have to do is add your number. Please
note: ShopRite requires you to register every year.

SIGN UP TODAY on our PTA website: lakegarda.regionioct.org/for_parents/p t_a/shopper_rewards program
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Burlington News & Upcoming Events

Burlington Library Programs

Rhythm and Rhyme Story Time
Wednesdays @ 10:30 am
Ages 9 mos. - 35 mos. with caregivers

Gynnastics Giraffes
Thursdays @ 10:15 am
Ages 3-5

Little Critter Story Time
Tuesdays

6:30pm

All ages

Foodies: Homemade Frosting
Saturday, Jan. 21st

2:00 pm

Grades 5-12

For more details on these programs and more, visit the library website:
www.burlingtonctlibrary.info




